Grab Bag Gold

Topic:                                       Creativity and innovation
Creativity Skill:                        Produce and consider many alternatives
Warm-up Activity Time:          5 minutes
    
·        Topic/Content Goal:

To illustrate how creativity and innovation can be found in the most unlikely places.

·        Creativity Skill/Goal:    

Produce and consider many alternatives- Every day our routines are overloaded with simple creativity and innovation in places we don’t usually expect. Have you ever thought about the idea of the paperclip?  Who came up with the idea to create the paperclip and how many different versions were developed before the polished product of the paperclip was released?  Everyday we create and consider many alternatives to go about our lives.  There’s a need to do something better or purpose for something so we generate a lot of ideas to solve the problem or create something new.  Often, the “Aha!” moment happens after the generation of many varied ideas.  Producing and considering many alternatives is the heart and soul of creativity and innovation.

·        Deepening Expectations:

Participants will be given a bag titled “Grab Bag Gold”.  Each participant will be given three minutes to create a product out of the items in the bag and the remaining two minutes of the activity will be spent showcasing the invented products.  Ask the group to think about how each participant’s invention could work together to create one very large product. Debrief how the creative skill “produce and consider many alternatives” has been used in the past, present and how we can move forward using a creativity skill set.

Materials:
-Brown paper bags
-Plastic bags
-Index card
-Paperclips
-Stretch fabric
-Popsicle sticks
-Bandage
-Shoelace

·        Extending the Learning:

Participants are asked to think back to their childhood when they had very limited resources but somehow made odd contraptions that served a purpose.  I ask that you inspire other creators and innovators by telling your special stories of childhood and adulthood creativity and innovation.  Look around you, notice the small things and what it took to create them.  Lastly, don’t EVER limit yourself.
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